M A: POLITICAL SCIENCE (2021 ONWARDYS)
COURSE OUT COME

SEMESTER-I

PS101: WESTERN P OLITICAL THOUGHT - | (CORE PAPER)

Course Description:

The course gives an introduction to Political Thought processes and Theory making in
the West. From the Greek Political thinkers to down the ages including Utilitarian’s,
this course introduces the student to the richness and variations in the political
perceptions of Western Thinkers. It provides a foundation to students of Political
Science in familiarizing themselves to the Thought & Theory of Western Philosophy.
It particularly focuses on the evolution of idea and institution of State in the West. It
covers ancient, medievaland early modern thinkers.

PS102: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS-I (CORE PAPER)

Course Description:

The purpose of this course is to familiarise the students with some of the broad themes
in the study of International Relations. It introduces the students to the evolutionary
history of International Relations as a distinct discipline and provides them with the
theoretical and conceptual dimensions of the subject. The course concludes with a
description of contemporary history from the pre Cold War to the post Cold War eraand
goes on to describe the globalizing world. Its aim is to enable the students gain their
own theoretical perspectives in approaching world politics. The course helps Indian as
well as foreign students in understanding International Relations as part of Political
Science from a global, theoretical and discipline centric perspectives, serving its
purpose as a foundation course.

PS-103: INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM (CORE PAPER)
Course Description:

The Course on Indian Political System opens up the understanding of the Constitution
and the Institutions in their historical and contemporary context. This course deals with
various dynamics of the Institutions at Central and State level. It gives an understanding
on the functioning of Parliamentary system in the Country. The course mainly emphasizes
on four aspects 1) The history and perspectives of Indian Constitution; 2) Equality and
Liberty, the way they are enshrined in the constitution; 3) The Sphere of Federalism,
expanded to reach third tier through Decentralization. 4) The Institutions that is crucial
in the working of the system. The course integrates what is conventionally taught into
the functioning of the Constitution.



PS104A: POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY (ELECTIVE)
Course Description:

The course introduces students to the dynamics between Sociology & Political Science
and explains the mutual impact of Political Science and Sociology in influencing
Politics & Society. The course introduces important concepts and theories that deal
with the subject. It focuses on nature of political power, the cultural dimension of
politics, dynamics of political change, the manner in which political power intersects
with social structures, and the determinants of political upheavals and revolutions.

PS104B: SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES (ELECTIVE)
Course Description:

South Asia is one of the regional systems which arrived late on the global political and
economic scenario. Since its transformation in to a regional organization it is struggling
to move forward due to asymmetries in terms of geography, political system,
demography, scale of economy and pluralism. It also suffers from internal
contradictions due to divergent perspectives on issues common to all the members. Since
it has to go a long way, serious study is to be carried out by universities and civil
society organizations. The course is designed to make students to know the South
Asian region in a greater detail. The future of one’s own destiny is intertwined with the
future of others in the region. Scope for research in the area is bright as a number of
foundations are coming forward to finance the studies in the region. As policy Planning
Division of the Ministry of External Affairs is contemplating to recruit area specialists
with deeper knowledge due to inadequate staff, opportunities may arise in near future
for the students. The students may get a chance joining the think tanks after completion
of the course.

PSC-105A: POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES (ELECTIVE)

Course Description:

Students of politics are concerned about and interested in the various principles of that
intellectual discipline. It may never be known conclusively whether humans alone are
capable of formulating and then utilizing abstract ideas to govern their behaviour. None
can dispute however that ideas about politics constitute a most important element in
that realm. While ideas are not in and of themselves ideologies, they are part of the raw
material needed to produce a full-fledged ideology. As will be seen below ideologies
have special qualities that set them apart from other political entities. When combined
with other factors such as effective leadership, persuasive rationale’, timely development,
and popular appeal political ideology goes a considerable distance in the direction of
comprehending things political. Nature of Political Ideologies Ideas has been called
"iImmaculate perceptions” of an imperfect reality. This may also be applicable to the
concept of political ideologies. The students of political science will get enriched by
studying ldeologies as it enhances their analytical skills of public phenomenon.



PS105B: REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS (ELECTIVE)
Course Description:

This course is offered to familiarize students with International Relations background
with issues of Regionalism and Functionalism. It teaches: the significance of
Regionalism from a theoretical perspective; provides a brief historical overview of the
origin and evolution of several regional organizations; their challenges and the areas of
concern. The last unit provides students with India’s interaction with several of the
Regional Organizations. This is a Course with immense potential in the political,
economic, business and trade offices of the Corporate and Ministries.

SEMESTER-II

PS201: WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT - Il (CORE PAPER)
Course Description:

Having covered the early modern political thinking in the first part of Western Political
Thought in the first semester, it goes on give further understanding on the later part of
modern times particularly the 20th century political thinking in variety of ways.
Beginning with Hegel and enlightenment, the course explains how two major political
ideologies- Liberalism and Marxism are juxtaposed and interjected during the rest of
the period. Finally, it also explains, how these two thought frames have come to face
challenges in the later part of 20" Century and reoriented themselves which resulted in
new frames of thing such as New Right or Neo Liberalism and on the other hand,
Marxism gave way to New Left, Post structuralism or even Post Modernist ideas. The
Course is rich in so far as understanding such crucial issues and concepts as rights,
equality, liberty, freedom, constitutionalism, community rights, multiculturalism,
democracy, social justice, identities, hegemony and dominance, importance of civil society
etc. The Course equips the students with the most current understanding of thought
processes.

PS202: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Il (CORE PAPER)
Course Description:

This is a second part of the course on International Relations. The content aims at enabling
emphasizing thestudents to develop critical understanding of issues in the contemporary
International Relations. Like the previous course (part-1), it offers divergent perspectives
on various contemporary issues and provides the basis for the students to undertake further
studies and research in International Relations.

PS203: INDIAN POLITICAL PROCESS (CORE PAPER)

Course Description:

This course emphasizes on processes such as Party Politics, Electoral Politics, Identity
Politics and so on. The course opens up the debate on nature of the Indian State to

understand political process. The course maps the Indian Political process with major
issues such as Communalism, Extremism, Regionalism and issues revealed to autonomy.



It also attempts to capture the changing State- Civil Society relations. The course also
discusses small parties that emerged in the context of rise of civil society. Another major
development that occurred in the political process has been a significant change in the
leadership and its association with media. The leader centric politics and its association
with media has become a ubiquitous phenomenon across the country. The course is also
sensitive to the factors that led tointense competitive electoral politics.

PS204A: POLITICAL ECONOMY (ELECTIVE)
Course Description:

This course explores the linkages and relationships between Economics and Politics. It
provides an exposition to the students on the evolution of politico-economic ideas from
classical period to modern era. It deals with various economic structures and ideas of
development and their impact on political processes. The course provides evolution of
different streams of economic ideas and their political contexts from the beginnings of
capitalism to the contemporary era. It addresses the issues of market mechanisms,
development and underdevelopment and the process of globalization from the
perspective of Liberal, Marxist and Neo-Marxist analysis and in the last section it lays
an emphasis on developing countries and issues of development.

PS204B: PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES (ELECTIVE)

Course Description:

Post-World war transformation has changed the nature of not only world politics but
also the study of peace and conflict in the international system. Peace and Conflict as
concepts are being studied as Wars are replaced by Conflicts. Efforts are made to
theorise Peace and realising it within States, among States and at the global level. A lot
of research on importance of realising Peace and resolving Conflicts has been going on
with the publication of number of periodicals. This course is designed to develop
conceptual, theoretical and analytical skills of students regarding Peace and Conflict.
Study of the course enables a student to prepare himself to face any situation and to
make right decisions and to create peace within communities and come out with
proposals suggesting alternatives in realising the larger goal of peace in the international
system. The course may provide an opportunity to join with NGOs working on conflict
resolution.

PS205A: PANCHAYATI RAJ IN INDIA (Elective)
Course Description:

The course deals with the perspectives of decentralization, institutional aspects, models
of panchayat raj in Kerala and Telangana and the present complexities. Some of them
include the processes of decentralization that emerged with the introduction of new sets of
governance such as Self Help Groups (SHGSs), Parallel Bodies. Further, the course seeks to
bring back the debate on the important goals of panchayati raj - democracy and
development.The course is marked with three phases — pre and post amendment phases and
the third phase covering the contemporary conflicts between panchayati raj and parallel
bodies emerging from the rural governance framework. It is designed in such a way that it



would throw light on the dynamics of Panchayati Raj System in conjunction with structural
changes at the macro level in terms of market reforms and policy shifts at the national
level.

PS205B: INTERNATIONAL LAW (ELECTIVE)

Course Description:

This course is an introductory course on International Law for Political Science
students. It introduces the basic concepts that a student should know about the
international dimensions of law, as an extensions of International Relations. It aims to
provide the necessary knowledge to understand the limitations and potentials of
international law in the context of the globalised international relations. The objective
is to make students conversant in international law and able to develop a critical
appreciation when confronted with the reality. The learning outcomes by the end of the
course are: 1). Understand the basic doctrines and concepts of International Law; 2).
Critically discuss the limitations and potentials of International Law; and 3). Analyse
contemporary international issues from the perspective of international law.

SEMESTER-III
PS301: INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT-I (CORE PAPER)

Course Description:

Political ideas are basis for the strength of any political system. They reflect diverse
spectrum of times in a country. India is no exception to this. The course on Indian
Political Thought provides an opportunity to a student to know the political ideas in
ancient, medieval and modern periods reflecting India’s diversity, pluralism in social,
political and economic spheres. The ideas contain classical as well as modern
approaches to the issues in existence in the Indian society. These ideas aim at realizing
socio-political transformation. The ideas of m modern Indian thinkers also resemble
western political ideas also. At the same time they are reflect a critique of older native
system that had been in existence for centuries and articulate the ideals of equality and
justice.

PS302: COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (CORE PAPER)

Course Description:

The course is intended to offer theoretical and methodological issues in Comparative
Politics. It seeks to enhance the students’ understanding of politics, state, government,
democracy, development, civil society, parties and interest groups, social movements from
a comparative perspective. The course seeks to examine the diversity of political
systems in contemporary world, the historical evolution of State: its political economy; key
political institutions; mode and extent of representation and participation; current and future
dilemmas; place in the world system and the key factors such as globalization that
influence the functioning of the political systems. The key issues and categories of
Comparative Politics are examined in the light of experiences from the Western and non-
Western political systems such as United States, Britain, Canada, France, India, and
China.



PS303: GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF TELANGANA (CORE PAPER)
Course Description:

In the wake of formation of new state, Telangana State, it is an imperative on the part
of the Department to start a Course on the Government and Politics of Telangana. It
provides understanding on the historical processes, the agencies and social forces that
contributed to the formation of state. However, not to lose sight on the political
practices of the institutions in the erstwhile Andhra Pradesh that discriminated against
Telangana region, it also focuses on the politics processes of those times.

It provides to the students rich understanding on the different dynamics of the state
formations and shapingof governance in the state currently.

PSC-304A: POLICY STUDIES (ELECTIVE)

Course Description:

In contemporary times, to address complex and dynamic issues governments are
formulating policies find solutions to societal problems from different ideological
perspectives. A lot of technical expertise is becoming a necessity to understand and
analyze issues and to suggest possible alternative solutions based on cost benefit analysis.
In this context there is a need to conduct serious research on public issues by policy
experts from Policy Science perspective. Public Policy course aims at providing a
comprehensive view of issues, policy making processes, decision making related to
policy matters. It also aims at producing experts who can advise the government or who
can provide inputs to government in policy making.

PS304B: WOMEN’S STUDIES

Course Description:-

This Course attempts to provide the significance of gender studies and Womens’
studies to students of Political Science. It deals with: Womens’ Movements globally
and in India; Provides the necessary theoretical perspectives; major issues in
women’s studies and in the fourth and final unit provides empowerment policies in
India. Another area with immense potential for further research in non-
governmental sectors, both nationally and globally.

PS305A: SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN INDIA (ID)

Course Description:

On This course has been taught for long in the department. The course content has
undergone many mutations along the changing nature of the social movements. It
covers from the conventional forms of social movements to the present identarian
movements, from class-based peasant movements to the present farmers movements. The
is sensitive, not only to processes of the movements, but also to the ideological
frameworks of them- Leftist, Liberal and identarian. The Corse is designed to cover
most current developments in civil society, state, economic spheres.



PS305B: SECURITY STUDIES (ELECTIVE)

Course Description:

Security Studies course enables students to gain insights into the field from a developed as
well as developing world perspective. Units 11 & 111 elaborate on the different approaches
to the field and the last unit deals with traditional and emerging issue areas. Paper prepares
the final semester students for advanced courses in research or move towards voluntary
sector and consultancy in the emerging areas. Employment opportunities are abundant in
Think tanks, embassies, Ministries, investigation agencies and business houses. This course
is useful for both Indian and Foreign students.

SEMESTER-IV
PS401: INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT-II (CORE PAPER)
Course Description:

Political ideas are basis for the strength of any political system. They reflect diverse
spectrum of times in a country. India is no exception to this. The course on Indian
Political Thought provides an opportunity to a student to know the political ideas in
ancient, medieval and modern periods reflecting India’s diversity, pluralism in social,
political and economic spheres. The ideas contain classical as well as modern
approaches to the issues in existence in the Indian society. These ideas aim at realizing
socio-political transformation. The ideas of modern Indian thinkers also resemble
western political ideas also. At the same time they are reflect a critique of older native
system that had been in existence for centuries and articulate the ideals of equality and
justice.

PS402: INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY (CORE PAPER)

Course Description:
A student of this course studies India’s Foreign Policy; its determinants; the role played
by different institution in the policy formulation as well as implementation. Further, the
student evaluates India’s relations with neighbours as well as with global powers.
Critically, the course provides a comprehensive understanding of India in the global
theatre. It provides greater scope for employment in the policy planning divisions of
Ministries as consultants and researcher

PS403: RESEARCH METHODS FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE (CORE PAPER)

Course Description:

The course provides Social Science research perspective to the students. It offers
various research methods (both qualitative and quantitative) used in Social Sciences and
Political Science by drawing upon a range of theoretical and empirical research questions



that are prevailing in Social Sciences. The theoretical aspects of the course will comprise
an exploration of various theories, concepts and terms that are part of the Research
Methodology. The empirical aspects will provide a broad understanding of various
research methods and techniques, besides dealing with the practical realm of research.

PS404A: HUMAN RIGHTS (ELECTIVE)
Course Description:

This is an introductory course on Human Rights from a historical and political perspective.
As an interdisciplinary elective, it introduces the students to the theoretical perspectives,
provides them global and national level, institutional level and develolpmental
mechanisms. The last Unit is India specific and promotes a student’s employment potential
in voluntary sector, Media and teaching profession. Additional qualifications by way of
diplomas in Human Rights, Media Studies, in the field of Law and Education are helpful to
students.

PS404B: GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS (ELECTIVE)
Course Description:

Origin of the Environmental issues in International Relations can be traced at the global
level to the Stockholm conference. Therefore, it is imperative to study the global
environmental issues to understand the national environmental policies. This course,
arranged into four units starts with global environmental problems, Issues and Challenges;
unit two discusses about the global environmental governance. At the end, unit three
explains about contemporary global environmental issues. This is a course with great
potential for employment in the government and the voluntary sector.

PS405A: ADMINISTRATIVE THEORIES AND CONCEPTS (ELECTIVE)
Course Description:

This paper aims to make student aware about different theoretical perspectives
on public administration. In this context there is a need to introduce different concepts and
principles of administration to the students. Further its relevance to be explained
through historical evolution of the subject. In this regard the paper introduces different
classical and contemporary thinkers and their ideas to students. The outcomes are to be
assessed through its multidisciplinary manifestations.

PSC-405B: AMBEDKAR STUDIES (ELECTIVE)

Course Description:

The paper is in tune with the debates on Ambedkar, emerging in the last two decades
and beyond. The course specifically addresses an important question in Philosophy drawn
on the issues around ‘universal ‘and ‘particular.” In this context, Ambedkar is sought to
be understood as a philosopher who seeks to synthesize universal and particular. In the
same wane, the course discusses Ambedkar, while being champion of Dalit cause, seeks
to transfer the society on principles of equality and justice. The paper specifically seeks
to discuss Ambedkar’s life in the company of his ideas on social, economic and



political spheres. His life is portrayed in terms of his experience with untouchability,
his exposure to liberal ideas in the west and his engagement with the political practice
in India during nationalist movement. His ideas on annihilation of caste, critique of
Hinduism and his journey to Buddhism are extensively discussed. The paper also
includes his ideas on property and socialism. Lastly and importantly the paper takes a
serious look at Ambedkar’s vision of nation state. This course is designed with the
understanding that reconfiguration of Ambedkar in the contemporary times has to do
with many crucial issues nagging the society and the nation. Ambedkar on the lines of
his life, ideas and their impact on social economic political and policy domains.



